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Happy New Year and welcome back! 
 
 

Attendance and punctuality reminder. 
 

Although children will be absent for genuine illness at this time of year, please ensure they attend school and arrive 
on time as much as possible. Every school day counts and teachers want to give your children the best chance of 
success this year. 

I appreciate that there are exceptional circumstances when absence is unavoidable, we kindly ask that children do 

not take time off for the following reasons: 

• Minor ailments such as a cough, cold, runny nose, sore throat, headache, stomach ache, aching muscles or 
slight temperature 

• Holidays during school term time. Fines can be issued for term time holidays and unauthorised absence. 
• Non-emergency medical appointments (such as dentist or doctor) during school hours 

Poor attendance may result in the following issues: 

• Reduced ability to learn and achieve their potential due to missed learning time 
• Missing out on opportunities within our personal development curriculum 

• Difficulties in maintaining friendships 

Lesson 1 starts at 8.45am so please ensure your child does not miss the start of their first lesson. Children need to be 
here and ready to enter school when the doors open at 8.40am. 

Thank you for your support. 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.      
Matthew 5: 14 and 16 

At Deddington, we create an inclusive, nurturing and caring community, empowering each other to let our light shine, 
through INSPIRING and supporting each other, BELIEVING in ourselves and others and ACHIEVING together.  
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Thank you! 
 
What are children learning? 
 
Medium term plans for this term can be found on our website by using the link below. They explain what each class 
will be learning during this term. If you have any questions or want an additional update on your child’s progress, 
speak to the class teacher. They will always be happy to speak with you. 
 

Deddington Church of England Primary School - Classes 

 
 
Cold weather. 
 
Please ensure children have an appropriate warm coat, gloves and hat during the cold weather. We will always take 
them outside for breaks unless snow and ice create a safety risk. Please ensure all items of clothing are named. 
 
Children can also keep an outdoor pair of trainers or boots in school to wear during breaks. Children might make use 
of the school fields during some breaks, especially if the playground is slippery. 
 
We will be considering active footwear choices in school for September 2026 and will ensure parents are given good 
notice of any uniform changes. At the moment, having outdoor footwear in school is recommended due to the 
current weather conditions. 

 
E Safety and smartwatches. 
 
Please ensure any watch worn to school is unable to connect to the internet directly. Children also need to ensure 
watches worn do not create any distraction during lessons and are only used in an appropriate manner. Mr Evans 
will be looking at further guidance regarding smartwatches in school and this guidance will be applied at Deddington 
if needed. 
 
At school we have an effective system for filtering and monitoring internet use. Our curriculum contains Esafety 
guidance for children to stay safe online, recognise risk and understand the actions needed when a concern online 
takes place. Please ensure you continue to be fully aware of any internet use by children at home and support them 
to stay safe when using the internet. This includes any form of online gaming or online activity on any device.  

https://www.deddingtonprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Classes&pid=39
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The recommended age for any form of social media is 13 years old. This means primary school pupils should not 
have accounts on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, Whatsapp, or any other similar application. Their use of 
You Tube should also be very closely monitored and children under the age of 13 should not have their own channel. 

 

 
 
Household Support Fund 
 
We have funding from Oxfordshire County Council and Cherwell District Council to support families who 
are struggling in terms of food insecurity.  Please do get in touch with Mrs Simpson 
(ksimpson@deddington.oxon.sch.uk) if you think you are in need of support. 
 

Local disruption. 

You will be aware that Thames Water have been completing water main works on Earl’s Lane in recent weeks. I am 

hopefully that this disruption will end soon. 

There will be further disruption in the village as Thames Water will complete works on Hudson Street during the 

spring of 2026. The notification is shown below. 
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The next newsletter will be sent home at the start of February. It will include 

news and updates from each class. 

 

 

Important Dates. 

Dates will be added in future newsletters. 

Parent Consultation meetings. 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 – 3.30pm to 7pm 

Thursday 26th March 2026 – 3.30pm to 5pm 

Term Dates 

Term 3                                            6th January 2026 – 13th February 2026 

Spring half term holiday                     16th February 2026 – 20th February 2026 

Term 4                                            23rd February 2026 – 27th March 2026 

Easter holiday                                  30th March 2026 – 10th April 2026 

Term 5                                           13th April 2026 – 22nd May 2026 

Late Spring half term holiday             25th May 2026 – 29th May 2026 

Term 6                                           1st June 2026 – 17th July 2026      

INSET Day 

20th July 2026 – the last day of the school year for children will be Friday 17th July 2026 
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